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News & Notes
RVHS Open House
Saturday, December 4th, 2015
2:00pm - 4:00pm
RVHS Office
Come by for refreshments, a look at 
displays of items from the collection, 
and to renew your membership.

Office Hours:
Tuesday 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Friday 10:00am - 1:00pm
Sunday 10:00am - 1:00pm
& by appointment 

E-News:
Opt-in to our monthly 
E-News,  “Past is Present.”  
Send an email to 
news@rainiervalleyhistory.org 
and we’ll add you to the list.

Connect with us online:

        
facebook.com/rainiervalley.historical
twitter.com/RVhistory
pinterest.com/RVHistory

Thank you to 4Culture 
for supporting our work!

Columbia Electric Bakery - From Spark to Flame
By Nancy Dulaney

The history of bread goes back 
some 30,000 years, to the hunting 
and gathering phase of human 
development. Fast forward a few tens 
of thousands of years to 1891, and 
a local version of civilized society 
crafted by Columbia pioneers began 
to materialize. Lumber and shingle 
mills as well as the railway attracted 
workers who needed their daily bread. 
Historical records indicate several 
locations for bakeries along Rainier 
Avenue between Edmunds and Hudson 
Street, the two-block stretch originally 
designated as the business district. 

The Rainier Valley Historical Society’s mission is to 
collect, preserve, exhibit, and interpret the history and heritage 

of the Rainier Valley and its people, and to promote public involvement 
in and appreciation of its history and culture.

Our geographic boundaries are from Dearborn Street on the north 
to the city limits on the south, and from the I-5 freeway to Lake Washington.

Frank Goetz was the proprietor of 
Columbia Bakery at 4855 Rainier 
Avenue beginning in 1914. The 
building was vintage 1899, a two-story 
wood frame commercial-residential 
structure. A bakery as early as 1901, it 
utilized a brick oven heated by burning  
cord wood in the baking chamber. 
The ashes were raked out and then 
the dough put in to bake. Mr. Goetz 
advertised “Large Cakes, Pies and 
Cookies Baked Fresh Every Day.” In the 
late 1920s this building was razed to 
make way for the brick clad building 
we see today and refer to historically 
as the Calvert Bakery building, where The earliest fraternal lodge hall in Columbia 

City, the Knights of Pythias Hall in 1909.

Claude McNabb, center, and Florence 
McNabb, just to the left, at the Columbia 
Electric Bakery in 1941 after the fire. Photo 
courtesy: Erika Richardson.

(continued on page 2)
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Collections Update
Some Recent additions:

Cookbook compiled by 
Southeast Seattle Senior Center, 
with history of the center on 
page 2. Donated by Patty Conrad.

Collection of Valhalla yearbooks 
and newspapers. Donated by Su 
Harambe.

Buffalo meat grinder used at 
Casal Grocery and meat market 
at Rainier Ave. and Atlantic 
street, with  grinding tools. 
Donated by Sam and Pearl Casal.

Photograph of a boat on Lake 
Washington, found in 1932 Tolo. 
Donated by Bonnie Bosworth.

Poster from the 50th Anniversary 
of Columbia Funeral Home in 
1957. Donated by Columbia 
Funeral Home.

William Calvert baked breads and 
cakes until about 1930. 

About this time, Claude McNabb left 
Colorado with his wife Florence and 
children Frank, Frances, Dorothy and 
Claude Jr., known as “Bink”. Claude 
was headed north to Alaska to start 
a bakery but after arriving decided 
“that was no place to raise children.” 
He soon returned to the University 
District in Seattle where he owned and 
operated the Mity-Nice Bakery on the 
Ave. In November of 1931 a burglar 
fled the bakery with $7 in loot as 
pajama-clad Claude pulled the trigger 
of his revolver five times. By July of 
1933, C. H. McNabb was looking for 
a small bakery to buy or lease, in or 
out of Seattle. The Columbia Electric 
Bakery at 4863 Rainier Avenue became 
that bakery and the McNabbs moved to 
Columbia City.

At 4863-65 Rainier Avenue stood the 
two-story Knights of Pythias building. 
While the building originally featured 

an ornate false front with turrets, these 
decorative elements had been removed by 
the 1930s. The upstairs community gathering 
space had become known as Phalen Hall, 
named after W.W. Phalen who purchased 
the building in 1901.  Bill Phalen, mayor of 
Columbia City in 1905 and again in 1907, was 
a successful businessman with “W.W. Phalen, 
Your  Grocer” in the north storefront on the 
first floor (4863 Rainier).

In the late 1930s, Columbia Electric Bakery ran 
Saturday specials for lemon filled and three-
layer vanilla, chocolate, caramel, or coconut 
cakes. Also offered were assorted sliced deli 
meats and cheeses, Claude’s home-made 
mayonnaise (bring in your own container), 
and  their own hand-dipped chocolates - stiff 
competition for Nick Vamkros’ Confectionery 
just one building to the south. Claude was 
also known for his rye bread crusted baked 
hams - customers made special requests for 
the cracklins left in the pan.

Buffalo meat grinder with a set 
of grinding tools, used at Casal 
Grocery and meat market at 
the corner of Rainier Ave. and 
Atlantic street. The grinder was 
used until the shop closed. In 
1962, grandson Sam Casal took 
the grinder home and used it 
for making homemade sausage 
and for grinding some meat they 
got during hunting. Accession 
#2015.010.0001

The Rainier District Times, January 5, 1939, Columbia 
Electric Bakery Saturday specials advertisement.

Poster for Columbia Funeral Home.

(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3)
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The Columbia Electric Bakery was a 
union shop and Happy Cook, their first 
baker, was known as Cookie by the 
youngsters. The McNabbs lived blocks 
from the bakery where Claude left 
the family home in the early hours 
to begin his work day.  Florence went 
in later, often walking home in the 
evenings after closing. Daughters 
Frances and Dorothy began working 
at the bakery afterschool and on 
Saturdays as cashiers waiting on trade. 
Son Frank helped with the doughnuts.

But it was on Easter Monday, April 14, 
1941, that the Columbia Electric Bakery 
really made the news. At 3:44 a.m., 
Battalion Chief Lincoln Johnston of 
Hillman Fire Station answered the first 
fire alarm and shortly thereafter the 

Hillman Fire Station’s Engine 28, a 1924 Seagrave 800 GPM pumper, was the first to respond 
to the 4/14/1941 fire. Photo courtesy: Last Resort Fire Department photo archives.

McNabb family heard a knock at their 
door. It was a man alerting Claude the 
bakery was on fire. 

Last Resort Fire Department archives 
reveal the two-alarm fire started when 
creosote condensate on a smoke 
pipe ignited as the pipe overheated. 
The fire spread inside the walls to 
the other occupancies, up into the 
attic and through the roof. The fire 
was determined under control at 

4:19 a.m. While the first floor of the 
building suffered the least damage, the 
Columbia Electric Bakery’s oven was 
ruined.

Repairs were made to the building 
and a new roof was built over the first 
floor. Phalen’s Hall suffered extensive 
damage and the upstairs wood floor 
would host dances no more. A new 
oven was bought for the bakery and 
the smoke damage cleared out. In 
August of 1941, Claude McNabb baked 
the wedding cake for his daughter 
Dorothy’s marriage to Roy Nornholm at 
Columbia Congregational Church.

In 1942, Claude and Florence McNabb 
sold the Columbia Bakery and moved 
to Point Mugu in California after 
Claude Jr. graduated from Franklin 

High School and was accepted for 
naval air training in 1943. They joined 
Claude’s sister and husband to manage 
a restaurant, motel and gas station 
there.

Frances McNabb continued her work at 
the bakery with the new owner, Louis 
Bock who had recently arrived from 
Yakima, and Happy Cook is rumored 
to have become the manager. Mr. 
Bock sold to the Jack Alman brothers 

at some point and it became the 
Columbia Bakery & Coffee Shop by 
1958. During the 1970s and 1980s, 
La Bakerery was in business and 
eventually, the Gather Consignment 
shop we know today opened its doors 
at 4863 Rainier Avenue South.

Many thanks to Dorothy McNabb 
Nornholm for sharing her family 
memories of the bakery. Our condolences 
for the loss of her sister Frances McNabb 
Stowell on June 13, 2015. Frances was a 
1939 graduate of Franklin High School, 
and was employed as a line cook at 
Franklin High School’s cafeteria for many 
years before retiring. Frances continued 
to live in her Rainier Valley home on 
Myrtle Street for 60 years. She was an 
active member of the Rainier Valley 
Historical Society.

Also thanks to Galen Thomaier, Seattle 
Fire Department Historian, of Last 
Resort Fire Department for providing 
information from their archives about 
the fire.

(continued from page 2)

We need your support! The 
ongoing success of our work relies 
on individual contributions from 
members of the community.
Renew your membership today, or 
become a member for the first time! 
Or consider giving someone else a 
membership as part of your hoiday 
gift giving.
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Honor Roll
Many thanks to our members and supporters who make our work possible! Below are those whose gifts we received 
between April 2nd 2015 and October 17th 2015 Contact us with any corrections or omissions:  206-723-1663 or  
director@rainiervalleyhistory.org.

Lifetime Member
Joanne Anderson

Sponsor
Jay White

Individual/Family
Reiley Kidd
Gordon Mitchell
Mikala Woodward

Senior/Student
James Creevey
Frank Fickeisen
Christine Graham
Barb & Rudy Moeller
Donovan & Carol O’Brien
Diane Rasmusson
Jack Rutherford

Gifts to Endowment
Ann & John O’Neil

in memory of Buzz Anderson

Gifts to Operating Fund
4Culture
AmazonSmile
Joanne Anderson
Paul Cabarga/Ann White
James Creevey

in memory of Charles & Louise 
Creevey

Bonnie Duncan Peters

Sheila Harvey
David Keyes
Barb & Rudy Moeller
Robert Mohn
Jeannie O’Brien
Mary O’Brien

in memory of Frances Stowell
Grace Orchard-Levesque
Susan Parker
Diane Rasmusson
The Seattle Foundation
Daniel Schirmer
Steven Wayne

in memory of Norman 
Chamberlain

Founder’s Dinner 
Donations
Phil Adams
Beverly Almoslino
Anonymous
Bill Barclay
Jack & JoEllen Bartol
Robert Brunswick
Laura Day
John & Doris Ellis
Ole Godefroy
Suzanne Hittman
Judy Jain
Harriett Lettich

Danene Millard
Linda Myers
Patricia Nord
John O’Leary
Martin Patricelli
Gladys Rash
Lori Savvides
Sam Simone
Betty Smith
Joe Suchoski
Herb Tsuchiya
Gary Vander Sanden
Jean Veldwyk
Celia Weisman

In-Kind Donations
Andaluz
Teresa Anderson
Body Good Massage
Borracchini’s Bakery
Both Ways Café
Douglas Chiechi
Chiodo Brokerage LLC
Nancy Dulaney
Dave Eskenazi
Patrick Ford
Gather Consignment
Geraldine’s Counter
Dena Hagen
Jeff Hall, iClick

Mark Hannum
Sheila Harvey
Joan Hansen
Mark Holtzen
Hunt
Donny Jones
Kubota Garden Foundation
Lakewood Seward Park 

Community Club
Dan Lane
Judy McGough
Cindy Miller
Rob Mohn
Meg Nelson
Joan Neville
Nurturing Change Massage
Karen O’Brien
Mary O’Brien
Our Lady of Mount Virgin 

Parish
Pacific Food Imports 
Phoenix Tea
Pizzeria Pulcinella
Retro Active Kids
Steve Ryals
Lucy Salle
Steve Shulman
Jo & Sam Simone
Christopher Stearns
Tom Verhulp

3rd Annual Founder’s Dinner
The dinner and auction in memory of our founder Buzz Anderson was a great event again 
this year, with excellent Italian food, exciting auction and raffle items, and a great group of 
people! Thank you to everyone who came or donated in support of the event!

Guests outbidding each other during the auction.

Remo Borracchini and Art 
Oberto, posing with the photos 
of their younger selves on one 
of the RVHS Garlic Gulch display 
boards.

The Tarantellas, performing Italian songs.
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Advertise with us!
We have opportunities for advertising in all of our 
publications for a full year, or a one-time ad in the 
program for the Founder’s Dinner in October. For 
details and pricing, contact Executive Director  
Virginia Wright,  director@rainiervalleyhistory.org.

Rainier Valley Heritage News
Editor and Layout ........................................................................ Virginia Wright

Rainier Valley Historical Society
Office ........................................3710 S Ferdinand Street, Seattle, WA 98118
Mailing Address ........................................PO Box 18143, Seattle, WA 98118
Phone & Fax .....................................................................................206.723.1663

E-mail ................................................................office@rainiervalleyhistory.org

Website ..................................................................www.rainiervalleyhistory.org

Office Hours ...............................................................Tuesday 1:00pm - 4:00pm
 Friday & Sunday 10:00am - 1:00pm

RVHS Executive Director ........................................................... Virginia Wright
Auxiliary aids and assistance are provided upon request to persons with disabilities.

RVHS Board of Directors
Sheila Harvey,
   President
Mary Charles,
   Vice President
Karen O’Brien,
   Secretary
Nancy Dulaney,
   Treasurer
Teresa Anderson
Tim Burdick
David Eskenazi
Mark Hannum
Grover Haynes
Joan Neville
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PO BOX 18143
SEATTLE, WA 98118

Address Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

SEATTLE, WA
PERMIT NO. 1491

Support History
If you haven’t joined the Rainier Valley Historical Society this year, we urge you to do so now.

RVHS is a 501(c)(3) organization.  All membership dues and donations are tax deductible within the limits of the law.
Please fill in this form and mail it with a check to:

Rainier Valley Historical Society
PO Box 18143

Seattle, WA 98118
Books and memberships can also be purchased on our website: www.rainiervalleyhistory.org.

Name  .................................................................................................................

Address  .............................................................................................................

City/State/ZIP  .................................................................................................

Phone  ................................................................................................................

Email  .................................................................................................................
Please provide us with an email to receive our E-News, “Past is Present!”

Book Order
Please send me Images of America: Rainier Valley.
Each book in-state is $29.00 (includes King Co. sales tax/shipping).
Each additional book in-state is $24.00 (includes King Co. tax/shipping).
Each book out-of-state is $27.00 (includes shipping).

Number of copies:  ________  Total book order $__________

  Lifetime Member .........................................................................................................$500
  History Maker ................................................................................................................$350
  Patron ..............................................................................................................................$100
  Sponsor ..............................................................................................................................$60
  Individual/Family (per household) ...........................................................................$30
  Senior/Student (per household) ................................................................................$20
  Additional donation to Operating Fund ..........................................................._______

(amount)

Donation in honor/memory of (please circle one): 

Name ..................................................................................................................

*Address ............................................................................................................

City/State/Zip ..................................................................................................

*If you provide us with an address, we will be happy to send an 
acknowledgement of your gift.

page 6

[volume_24,_issue_2____________________________________________________________fall,_2015]


